
TRANSPORTATION 101
Moving People and Goods
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Who is the Washington State Transportation Commission?

Roles and Responsibilities

• Proposes transportation policy and finance 
recommendations to the Governor and Legislature. 

• Serves as the State Tolling Authority, adopting state 
highway and bridge tolls, and setting fares for 
Washington State Ferries.

An independent, seven-member body of citizens appointed by the Governor for six-year terms – three from 
east of the mountains and four from the west. The WSDOT Secretary and the Governor’s Office serve as non-
voting members.

• Develops and issues a comprehensive, balanced 20-year statewide transportation plan.

• Conducts a statewide outreach program to gather public input into state transportation policy; to 
promote transportation education; and to gain understanding of local and regional transportation 
needs and challenges.

• Provides a public forum for transportation policy development.
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What is the Statewide Transportation System?

• 18,000 miles of city streets 

• 39,200 miles of county roads and seven county ferries

• Over 7,000 miles of state highways and 21 ferries

• Reservation roads, DNR and Forest Service roads

• 465 miles of Columbia-Snake River barge system

• Over 8 million registered passenger vehicles, 

trucks and motorcycles

• 32 transit systems

• Sidewalks, bike paths, and bicycles

• Amtrak, Sounder, Link light rail, streetcars

• 75 port districts in 33 of 39 counties

• Freight trains, trucking companies and maritime shipping

• Airports and airlines



Where Does the Gas Tax Go?

Source: WSDOT, 2022
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Investing in Transportation



Infrastructure 
Investment & Jobs 

Act (IIJA)

Provides $284 billion 

in new transportation 

funding nationally

over 5 years 

(FY22 – FY26)



Core Federal-Aid Highway Formula Program * 

* Includes both State and Local funds

FAST (5 year total)

Infrastructure Invest 

(5 year total)
Difference

1,972,723,579 2,289,951,997 317,228,418

1,049,371,172 1,327,224,449 277,853,277

192,445,996 225,874,836 33,428,840

23,993,991 25,251,713 1,257,722

187,143,182 216,864,306 29,721,124

105,334,603 139,821,743 34,487,139

70,311,395 82,021,506 11,710,110

37,888,336 44,104,268 6,215,932

54,926,192 62,246,210 7,320,018

9,431,350 10,599,972 1,168,622

76,535,345 108,840,840 32,305,495

- 106,627,678 106,627,678

- 121,243,310 121,243,310

611,052,694 611,052,694

71,589,010 71,589,010

3,780,105,142 5,443,314,532 1,663,209,390

PROTECT

Bridge Replacement - GF

National Electric Vehicle - GF

Federal Programs

Comparison of FAST Act vs. Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act For Washington State

Statewide Planning and Research (SPR)

Metropolitan Planning

Transportation Alternatives

Recreational Trails

Ferry Boats

Carbon Reduction Program

National Highway Performance Program (NHPP)

Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBGP)

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)

Railroad Crossing - Safety

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ)

National Highway Freight Program (NHFP)



2022 Move Ahead Washington

Provides nearly $17 billion 

over 16 years (FY23 – FY38)

Funding Sources Include:

• Climate Commitment Act: 
$5.4 billion

• Federal IIJA:  $3.4 billion

• General Fund:  $2 billion

• License, Permits and Fees:  
$2.3 billion

• Existing Bond Authority:  
$956 million


